To assess the recovery, melanophore distributions were compared between day 15 and day 18. Red arrows show newly differentiated melanophores. In wild-type and Tg(mitfa:deltaC) transgenic fish, new melanophores developed rapidly, whereas no changes were observed for Tg(mitfa:NICD1a) transgenic fish. Scale bars: 100μm. In the previous report of electron microscopy analysis, we showed that melanophores and xanthophores are generally separated by the insertion of iridophores (Hirata et al., 2003) . We found, however, that melanophore membrane (black dashed line) and xanthophore membrane (yellow dashed line) were close proximity to one another at the stripe boundary. Scale bar = 5μm in B, 1μm in D. 
